
RBPC MEETING 18-01-2022                                          1 

RIBBLE BANKS PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Regular Council meeting 

held at the Rathmell Reading Room  
on Tuesday 18th January 2022 at 19.30  

 
 
PRESENT 
Councillors – C. Yorke (Chair), E. Roe, J. Ketchell, N. Francis and S. Pearson. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Ms. B. Roos (Clerk/RFO), Councillor D. Staveley and 1 member of the public. 
 
 
22/01 Welcome by the Chair 
Cllr Yorke welcomed those present at the meeting. 
 
22/02 Apologies for absence    
No apologies for absence were received.  
 
22/03 Co-option new Councillors 
Cllrs Neil Francis and Steve Pearson were formally co-opted onto the Council. 
 
22/04 Declaration of pecuniary interest & requests for dispensation   
There were no new declarations or requests relating to the agenda. 

 
22/05 Confidential items 
There were no confidential items to be discussed. 
 
22/06 Reports from the District and County Councillors if able to attend  
Cllr Staveley had supplied the Council with the following reports: 
 
DC report: 
 
Spatial Planning consultations – Supplementary Planning Documents 
 
Three other draft SPDs are currently being consulted on and are the subject of separate 
notifications.  
These are: 

• Second draft of the Good Design SPD 

• First draft of the Flood Risk & Water Management SPD 

• First draft of the Green Infrastructure & Biodiversity SPD 
All three consultations run from 1st January 2022 to 1st February 2022.  
These policies once adopted will form part of the CDC local development plan, helping refine 
existing policies and assist applicants in preparing and submitting planning applications that 
comply with the relevant policies of the LDP. 
Comments on the draft SPD should be received no later than the end date, above, and may be 
submitted by email (preferred) to spatialplanning@cravendc.gov.uk or by post to the Spatial 

mailto:spatialplanning@cravendc.gov.uk
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Planning Team, Craven District Council, 1 Belle Vue Square, Broughton Road, Skipton, North 
Yorkshire, BD23 1FJ. In your comments, please quote the relevant SPD title and the parts, 
sections and paragraph numbers that the comments refer to. There are no comments forms for 
this consultation. 
Paper copies of the draft SPD are available for inspection at the Council's main reception, which 
is open 9am to 5pm Monday to Thursday and 9am to 4:30pm Friday, and at local libraries 
(Skipton, Settle, Bentham, Cross Hills, Ingleton, Gargrave, Embsay and the mobile library). 
If you require any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the Spatial 
Planning Team using the contact details above. 
 
 
Crime & Disorder 
 
The rescheduled meeting of the Crime & Disorder committee will be held on the 26th January, 
assuming there are no further apologies given by key stakeholders as happened for the original 
date. 
 
Select Working Group – Impacts of Tourism 
 
We continue the series of working group meetings look at the impact of Tourism on Dales 
communities. The next set for 19th January, taking in views of the business community from 
across the district. 
 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT JANUARY 2022 
 
Covid update 
 
As might be expected the day to day business of the County Council has carried on throughout 
the festive season, with the obvious spectre of the Omicron variant becoming increasingly 
widespread and putting pressure on staffing resource across the organisation and the wider 
community.  
 
We knew before Christmas that the country was facing a Covid-19 surge with the Omicron 
variant. That surge has now certainly reached North Yorkshire and the infection rates in the 
county are very high. The current county average stands at 1566 which is still 200 behind the 
England average but some parts of North Yorkshire, noticeably Selby, are well above the 
England average. It is quite startling to note that in the last 3 weeks the North Yorkshire 7 day 
average has risen by around 1000. The change in some parts of the county in the last day has 
been in excess of 200. 
 
The year ahead promises to be yet another interesting one. We are still dealing with the 
pandemic, a range of staffing issues some of which are linked to Covid-19, service pressures in 
many areas and of course this will be the last full year of the County Council as we move 
towards the implantation of a new unitary council in April 2023. 
 
It is widely reported that the Omicron variant is possibly up to a third less severe than the Delta 
variant. However we are starting to see an impact in terms of hospital admissions which have 
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risen in the last week, we now have 261 beds occupied by Covid patients across all of the 
hospitals that serve North Yorkshire (this includes people from outside North Yorkshire as well). 
Included in this number are 15 people in intensive care.  
 
In terms of social care we have in the region of 130 homes with new or ongoing Covid cases. 
With 225 people in isolation across these homes evenly split between residents and staff.  
 
The experts are predicting that the peak in terms of the Omicron surge will be in the next 3-4 
weeks. It is hoped that once we hit the peak that we may come down the other side of it 
relatively quickly. This is not say that we can be complacent within our communities, but it does 
give some sense of what we might expect as the case numbers rise so sharply. 
 
 Budget setting 
 
The county is currently going through its process of budget setting for the financial year 22/23. 
This will of course be the final year of the existing two tier system and NYCC as we know it. 
There will however be consideration given to the medium term financial strategy of the services 
we delivery moving forward in to the new unitary arrangement.  
 
It is also worth noting that along with the inevitable repercussions of the pandemic, we are also 
seeing substantial cost increases across the care sector and the wider economy. All of which 
have to be accounted for going forward. This inevitably lead to an increase in the County Council 
tax precept, but needless to say all options are being considered including use of reserves, to 
mitigate the cost to residents as we try to assess how these inflationary pressures will play out 
in the coming years. 
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/our-challenge-your-services-your-say-budget-consultation 
 
Locality budget 
 
Just a brief reminder that applications for the current round of ward member locality budgets 
must be in by 31st January. I do still have some limited budget left so if you have a project ready 
to go, please get in touch or follow this link for more information. 
localitybudgets@northyorks.gov.uk 
 
Finally wishing you all a happy new year and look forward to working with you in the coming 
year. 
 
Other items brought up: 
 

- A proposal to make a 30 MPH zone of Rathmell from a point 224 metres north of Hesley 
Lane to a point 252 metres south of Hesley Lane, measured from the centre line of 
Hesley Lane has gone into consultation. 

- Cllr Staveley has offered financial support for a RBPC VAS sign when he will receive his 
new budget in the 2022/2023 financial year. Cllr Ketchell mentioned that the VAS sign 
that RBPC will need to purchase will need to be solar powered.  

 
22/07 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30th November 2021  
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 30th November 2021 were approved as a true 
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record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.  
 
22/08 Public Participation 
There were no items brought forward for public participation. 
 
22/09 Matters arrising 
Mrs Rees provided a recap of the situation around the Rathmell telephone kiosk to date. Mrs 
Rees had written to BT and has made a statutory statement for her right to the land on which 
the kiosk is situated. Mrs Rees is currently awaiting a response from BT. As BT has indicated 
previously that they do not own the land on which the kiosk is situated, this should be 
confirmed by BT again in their response to Mrs Rees. This confirmation together with the 
statutory statement from Mrs Rees will then be send to the Land Registry so that the deed to 
the land can be amended to reflect the correct ownership of the land. 
 
22/10 Finance 
22/10.1 Precept setting 2022/2023 
It was resolved to keep the precept at the current level of £ 8,000. 
22/10.2 Current Bank Balances 
The Clerk took Councillors through the current bank balances.   
22/10.3 Payments to be authorised 
The Clerk took Councillors through the payments that required authorisation. The payments 
were approved and cheques were signed after the meeting.  
 
22/11  Planning Matters 
It was resolved that the Council will not comment on planning applications 2021/23581/HH and 
2021/23603/HH. 
It was resolved that regarding the planning application for the Baines Bungalow 
2019/20566/FUL, the Council will await the owner’s planning application to vary the approved 
plans.  
 
22/12 Correspondence 
The Clerk mentioned not to have received any new correspondence that was not already passed 
on/actioned. 
 
22/13 Reports from Councillors and Council representatives  
Chairman 
None. 
Halton West  
None.   
Rathmell 
Cllr Roe reported that a ‘finger’ of the old-fashioned finger sign located on the top of Mill Lane in 
a field beyond the wall has been blown off and needs to be repaired. Several drains are blocked 
on Mill Lane between grid SD79719 59853 and SD77658 61593. The Clerk will report this to 
Highways. Cllr Ketchell reported tat there is still a caravan parked on the Rathmell Reading 
Room car park. Cllr Ketchell will contact Mr Weston to request a copy of the car park lease 
agreement. 
Wigglesworth 
Cllr Francis reported that the pub in Wigglesworth is under new ownership and will be aiming to 
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be open 7 days a week. 
Tosside 
None. 
Clerk 
None.  
 
22/14 Village environments, rights of way and highways  
It was resolved to remove this item from future agendas as it is already covered by other agenda 
items. 
 
22/15 Date of the next meeting  
It was resolved that the next meeting will be held on 15th March 2022 in the Wigglesworth 
Community Center. The Chair gave his apologies for the March meeting. Cllr Roe might have a 
personal interest in a planning application that might be discussed at the meeting. Should this 
be the case, Cllr Roe will step out of the room for the discussion of that application. 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.41 hours. 


