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RIBBLE BANKS PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Regular Council meeting 

held at the Wigglesworth Community Centre  
on Tuesday 15th March 2022 at 19.30  

 
 
PRESENT 
Councillors – Cllrs E. Roe (meeting Chair), J. Ketchell, N. Francis and S. Pearson. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Ms. B. Roos (Clerk/RFO), Councillor D. Staveley and 2 members of the public. 
 
 
22/16 Welcome by the Chair 
Cllr Roe welcomed those present at the meeting. 
 
22/17 Apologies for absence    
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Yorke and Mrs R. Rees  
 
22/18 Declaration of pecuniary interest & requests for dispensation   
Cllr Pearson declared a personal interest in planning application 2022/23814/CND.  

 
22/19 Confidential items 
There were no confidential items to be discussed. 
 
22/20 Reports from the District and County Councillors if able to attend  
Cllr Staveley had supplied the Council with the following reports: 
 

DC report: 
 
2022/23 Budget setting 
 
At the Craven District Council meeting of 22nd February, members approved a fully funded and 
balanced Revenue Budget of £8.935m for 2022/23. This will be the final budget set by the 
authority prior to the formation of the new unitary North Yorkshire Council. 
This will mean an increase of council tax at Band D by £5 a year to £187.21, or £3.60 per week - 
an increase of approximately 10p per week. Council tax was frozen in Craven for five years in a 
row but has been increased by £5 a year in each of the last six budgets, as the Government  
removed the Council Tax Freeze Grant and reduced the Revenue Support Grant down to zero 
from April 2019. 
Craven District Council’s element of the Council Tax bill makes up around nine per cent of the 
total. In 2022/23 this will equate to £3.60 per week for district council services for an average 
Band D property. 
 
LGR 
 
A draft Structural Changes Order is now before Parliament and paves the way for elections on 
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May 5 this year (2022). It also states the new council will be called North Yorkshire Council. 
 
Langcliffe Quarry Enterprise Centre (Hoffman Kiln) 
 
Businesses at the new, rural enterprise facility are set to benefit from fast, reliable broadband 
connectivity as part of a £50k investment by Craven District Council, utilising B4RN fibre 
connection.  
The funding to enable the connection to the B4RN network across Locks bridge from Stackhouse 
was agreed at the February Full Council meeting. 
B4RN, a community benefit society based in the Lune Valley, offers their customers a 
1,000Mbps fibre to the premise connection with the network noting itself as being future proof 
with the option to increase connection speeds as required with a 10Gbs (10,000Mbps) service 
also currently available. 
Completion of the business units at the Langcliffe Quarry Enterprise Centre is scheduled for May 
2022. For further information on the availability of business units please contact Atkinson 
Associates on 01943 666 955. 
 
National Empty homes week (28th Feb – 6th March) 
 
National Empty Homes Week, taking place from Monday, 28 February to Sunday, 6 March, aims 
to bring empty homes back into use by highlighting the options available to property owners. 
Two years ago, there were 74 private properties across the Craven district that had been empty 
for more than two years (excluding second homes). 
Two years ago, there were 74 private properties across the Craven district that had been empty 
for more than two years (excluding second homes). Since then, the Council has focused its 
efforts on returning these long term, “problematic” empties to use; first adopting a new Empty 
Homes Strategy in 2019 and then appointing a specialist, dedicated Empty Homes Officer - 
Bharat Mistry - to deal with the challenge. 
The reasons properties remain empty are many and complex and the Council has worked closely 
with owners and communities to turn these properties into much-needed homes for residents. 
This approach has paid dividends, with the number of long-term empties reducing by around 
20% (to 60 currently) since 2019 - no small achievement during the pandemic. 
Anyone wishing to contact the Council’s Empty Homes Officer, Bharat Mistry, is asked to call 
01756 700600 or email bmistry@cravendc.gov.uk 
 

County Councillors report March 2022: 
 
Covid 19 update 
 
As you will be aware that the Government made further announcements around Covid 
restrictions on Monday 21 February. It’s important to say that, while the legal requirement to 
self-isolate if you test positive for Covid ended yesterday, the guidance remains that you should 
stay at home for five days. 
Please remember there are simple measures we can all take to reduce the risks around covid 
and many other infections.  
• Get vaccinated 
• Keep rooms ventilated - Let fresh air in if meeting indoors, or meet outside 
• Consider wearing a face covering in crowded, enclosed spaces 

mailto:bmistry@cravendc.gov.uk
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• Get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms, and stay at home if positive 
 
North Yorkshire Coronavirus Data  
 
At 5 October 2021, there have been 62,624 positive tests since 3 March 2020 among North 
Yorkshire’s residents. The weekly rolling average of new cases across the county is 327 cases per 
day, allowing for incomplete data in the most recent days. The seven-day rate for North 
Yorkshire is 433.9 cases per 100,000 people, higher than the England seven-day rate of 331.5. 
Work continues to ensure effective monitoring of all areas, with support for incidents being 
provided across a range of settings, which are reviewed daily.  
Find further information on North Yorkshire data provided at county, district and local area level 
 
Testing Update 
 
If anyone has symptoms, they must book a PCR test. Testing sites across North Yorkshire, as 
elsewhere in England, are operated and managed by the Department of Health and Social Care 
and private contractors employed by them. We try to help the Department by promoting the 
testing site locations and hosting information on how people with symptoms can book a test via 
the national government portal. 
Find information about where you can get a PCR test on our website. 
Everyone is encouraged to test themselves twice a week with home testing kits and report the 
results to NHS Test and Trace. You can order rapid lateral flow device (LFD) tests online or 
collect them from participating pharmacies. 
Find out how to order or collect free LFD tests. 
 
Close contacts and isolation  
 
Individuals are no longer required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone 
with Covid-19, or are a close contact of someone with Covid-19, and any of the following apply: 
• they are fully vaccinated 
• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 
• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved Covid-19 vaccine trial 
• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 
Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, and informed they have been in close 
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. Everyone is encouraged to take a 
PCR test if advised to do so. 
 
Schools update  
 
We continue to work closely with schools so that we can provide advice and support where 
needed. Reporting of linked cases of coronavirus within school communities (staff and students) 
enables resources and attention to be focused in areas of greatest need in a timely manner.   
 
Pupils and staff are encouraged to continue to test twice weekly at home.  
 
Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace, and education settings will no 
longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 
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We have taken the opportunity of the start of the school term to remind education settings to 
refresh the key messages, which remain vitally important in reducing the risk of Covid 
transmission within schools. 
 
• Ensure good hygiene for everyone 
• Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as detergents 
• Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 
• Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of  

Covid-19 
• Asymptomatic testing 
 
 Schools in North Yorkshire are continuing to use proportionate measures to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19, including increased hygiene such as regular hand washing, robust, additional 
cleaning regimes and ventilation in classrooms. 
They also have Covid-19 risk assessments in place, which are based on Department for 
Education guidance and provide each school with a bespoke plan relevant to their buildings, 
school population, location and other factors. The plans are continually being reviewed and 
updated. The County Council provides support to schools in updating the risk assessment 
templates and advising on the plans in line with the latest Public Health and Government 
guidance.  
The Government has not yet made a formal announcement on how long Covid testing will be 
extended, but for now, staff and secondary school pupils should continue to test twice weekly at 
home with lateral flow device (LFD) test kits, three to four days apart. The testing remains 
voluntary, but we strongly encourage families to continue with testing for now. 
 
Boundary Commission 
 
Tuesday 22 February saw the launch of a public consultation run by the Boundary Commission 
for England on the proposed new map of MP constituencies. This consultation is open until 4th 
April 2022 and gives you the opportunity to have your say on where the constituency 
boundaries in your area should be. You can view and comment on proposals on the consultation 
website, bcereviews.org.uk, or send a letter or email. 
 
Local Government reorganisation 
 
At the most recent Implementation Board meeting (23 February), discussion focused on the 
news that the Draft Structural Changes Order has been before the House of Commons for 
debate and is now to go before the House of Lords. This will be the final part of the legal process 
to facilitate our new unitary council. We do not have an exact date for this, but it is very likely to 
be in time for a notice of elections around 17 March, triggering a pre-election period, ahead of 
the county council elections on 5 May. You can read the whole order here 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2022/9780348231380 
 
Updates on all of the 15 work streams have been received, with the final five detailed below.   
Culture, Leisure and Sport – Sponsor – Richard Webb (NYCC) This area’s priority is to ensure that 
on day one people can go for their swim or to the gym, book a show, visit a museum or take out 
a library book, as usual. It will ensure that colleagues working in these areas understand what is 
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going on, have a chance to feed into the change programme and are equipped with the 
knowledge, access and training they need to continue their role effectively. The wider aim is to 
lay the foundations to realise North Yorkshire’s potential as one of the best places for culture, 
leisure and sport. Work is under way to explore opportunities to maximise external funding into 
the county (some of which will be available in 2022) and the aim is to achieve this alongside 
strong collaborative partnerships.  
For leisure and sport, it is making sure customers will continue to experience a good, local offer 
from the start and that communities and partners are well informed. Looking ahead, the aim is 
to think about how the service might operate in the future to best support wider wellbeing and 
health outcomes, increase participation and activity levels and make sure the offer is inclusive 
for everyone.  
Economic Development – Sponsor – Mike Greene (Scarborough BC) Creating economic growth 
for North Yorkshire is one of the biggest opportunities afforded by Local Government 
Reorganisation (LGR) and the creation of the new North Yorkshire Council. It comes at a crucial 
time to aid our recovery from the pandemic. There are ambitious plans for supporting business 
growth, generating inward investment, firing up the jobs and skills agenda and prioritising 
regeneration. Underpinning those ambitions, North Yorkshire needs a sustainable, high-quality 
visitor offer to make the most of the economic potential. There is a big focus on ensuring there 
is an economic strategy for North Yorkshire on day one of the new council to support these 
goals. This includes a pipeline of regeneration programmes and projects to support high streets 
and wider communities as well as ensuring there is a single business support function that is 
visible and accessible locally and further afield. 
Property and Housing – Sponsor – Justin Ives (Hambleton DC) It’s a big job to map the property 
and housing portfolios of all eight councils and to understand things like their energy efficiency, 
maintenance needs, health and safety status, value and so on. This is a key focus for this area. 
Alongside this, work is under way on repair and maintenance needs. There is also exciting 
potential, once the new council is established, to link housing and economic development 
strategies to better housing options, including more affordable homes. As well as this, the work 
stream aims to make best use of all buildings to support flexible office space and regeneration 
opportunities.   
Organisational Development (OD) – Sponsor – Stacey Burlet (Ryedale DC) This work stream is 
about how we create a strong, successful new council, which takes and builds on the best 
elements of all the existing councils, so it delivers for North Yorkshire.  
It is about identifying and embedding the culture, behaviours and values of the new North 
Yorkshire Council. It is also about getting people ready to deliver on, the new council's priorities 
while maintaining consistently high-quality services. The work stream is also focussed on some 
key areas which are important for future success like leadership, health, well-being, resilience 
and equality, diversity and inclusion. Alongside this, it will be looking at the new organisation’s 
approach to working styles/ways of working. 
It is also focusing on developing tools to support knowledge, skills and confidence throughout 
the change process such as a manager toolkit, an effective intranet and regular ‘Pulse’ surveys. 
In addition, we will establish smaller focus groups to involve and engage a broad range of 
colleagues in detailed discussions and feedback opportunities.  
Regulatory services and emergency planning – Sponsor – Tony Clark (Richmondshire DC) This 
work stream has a broad remit and includes registrars and bereavement services, harbour and 
coastal services, community safety, building control, pest control, trading standards and 
environmental services. It is also looking at licensing and emergency planning. In support of this, 
a great deal of collaborative work is going on across all eight councils to ensure the new council 
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has everything it needs in place to be safe and legal on day one. Looking to the future, there is a 
commitment to build upon the positive work already started across the county, for example, 
improving community resilience and developing the multiagency nature of community safety 
hubs.   
 
Other items brought up: 
 

- RBPC will receive funding via the CDC Ward Member Grant from Cllrs Hull and Staveley 
for a combined £ 904.01 towards the buying and installation of the defibrillator at 
Halton West.  

- As Lancashire County Council has put various restrictions in place for HGV’s more 
pressure around HGV travel is put on our county. Highways is currently looking into the 
situation.   

 
22/21 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th January 2022  
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th January 2022 were approved as a true record of 
the meeting and signed by the Chair.  
 
22/22 Public Participation 
There were no items brought forward for public participation. 
 
22/23 Matters arising 

1. Rathmell telephone kiosk: Cllr Roe read out an email from Mrs Rees detailing an update 
on the situation around the Rathmell telephone kiosk. As Mrs Rees has received no 
response from BT regarding her private letter, Mrs Rees has now instructed her solicitor 
to write to BT with a phased approach to asking questions and providing information. 

2. Defibrillator grant update: The Clerk and Councillors thanked Cllr Staveley for the 
funding approved out of the Ward Member Grant towards the defibrillator for Halton 
West. The clerk informed Councillors that The Yorkshire Ambulance Service Charitable 
Trust only meets quarterly to approve defibrillator grants and that the next meeting will 
be held in April during which the RBPC application will be discussed. 

3. Platinum Jubilee Celebrations: Cllr Francis reported to have received a query if RBPC will 
provide any donations for the three villages towards the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
as other Councils have done so and together with a member of the public provided an 
outline of the plans that Wigglesworth has for these celebrations. It was resolved that 
the Council will donate an amount of £ 200 to each of the three villages towards the 
celebrations. 

4. Wigglesworth footpath: Cllr Francis reported to have received a query if RBPC would be 
willing to provide a donation towards the creation of a footpath running from The 
Plough to the Wigglesworth Community Centre behind the wall in the field as there is 
currently no safe route for pedestrians to move along this route. It was resolved that 
parishioners should first speak to the landowner to determine if he would be willing to 
provide permission for such a footpath to be created on his land. If this would be the 
case, the request for help with funding can be brought back to the Council to be decided 
on. 

5. Wigglesworth speeding concerns: Cllr Francis reported that in August 2021 a speed data 
logger was installed in Wigglesworth of which the results have now come back. The 
results show a mean (average) speed of 41/41 mph and an 85 %ile of 50/48 mph. The 
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speed data has highlighted issues suitable for enforcement and North Yorkshire Police 
will try and find a suitable location to site a speed monitoring van in the village (in fact a 
police speed van came on 14th March to survey possible sites). The North Yorkshire 
Police Road Policing Team are being very supportive and hopefully the speed monitoring 
van will be in place soon to help deter speeding motorists. Cllr Ketchell reported to have 
received the details of three companies approved by Highways to obtain a quote from 
for a VAS system and to have received two quotes. As things stand the costs for a VAS 
system and posts will come to around £ 4,500. Cllr Staveley reiterated that he will 
support the purchase of a VAS system for the villages with a to be further determined 
NYCC donation in the new financial year. Cllr Ketchell will liaise further with Highways 
regarding the locations to put the posts for the VAS sign. 

6. Ribble Rivers Trust request: The Council has been contacted by Helen Smith from the 
Ribble Rivers Trust who would like to install a fence mounted information board 
regarding the Long Preston Floodplain at the end of the Rathmell Reading Room car 
park. It was resolved that the Council will support the installation of the information 
board and Cllr Ketchell will contact the owner of the car park Mr Weston for approval. 
On the subject of the Rathmell car park Cllr Ketchell reported to have spoken to Mr 
Weston and obtained a copy of the car park lease which shows that the lease does not 
detail how the car park can be used. Cllr Staveley mentioned that to formalise such 
matters a parking order would have to be put in place. It was resolved that the Council 
at the moment will refrain from any further actions, but might review this stance.  

 
22/24 Finance 
22/24.1 Current Bank Balances 
The Clerk took Councillors through the current bank balances.   
22/24.2 Payments to be authorised 
The Clerk took Councillors through the payments that required authorisation. The payments 
were approved and cheques were signed after the meeting.  
 
22/25 Planning Matters 
It was resolved that the Council will comment in support of planning application 
2022/23747/FUL and to ask for an extension of its consultation period regarding application 
2022/23814/CND and the attendance of the relevant planning officer at the May meeting. Cllr 
Pearson temporarily stepped out of the meeting for the discussion of this application due to a 
personal interest. 
 
22/26 Correspondence 
The Clerk mentioned to have received copies of the election packs which were handed out to 
Councillors present and send via post to Cllr Yorke. The Clerk has further received a Freedom of 
Information request around the number of British Muslims employed by the Council since 2010. 
 
22/27 Reports from Councillors and Council representatives  
Chairman  
None, any items will be discussed under the Rathmell section. 
Halton West  
None.   
Rathmell 
Cllr Ketchell reported that the signpost at grid reference SD 80433 59954 has rotted away and 



RBPC MEETING 15-03-2022                                          8 

needs replacing. The Clerk will report this to Highways and answer their further queries 
regarding the issues with the fingerpost sign and blocked drains/ditches on Mill Lane. 
Cllr Roe reported that BT has taken away the vouchers that would have funded internet being 
provided by Barn for some properties in Rathmell and thus taking away the option to go with 
Barn. BT Openreach claims to know nothing about the matter. Cllr Staveley will try to find out 
any further information regarding this. 
Wigglesworth 
None further than those raised under ‘Matters Arising’. 
Tosside 
Cllr Pearson reported that scheduled tree felling is carried out on the Crow Trees site which have 
suffered from ash dieback. 
There is a concern in the parish that the company that has taken on the Crow Trees site is 
turning it into a second Butlin’s. 
Pilons and cables are being installed in the fields coming from Long Preston to the Crow Trees 
site to upgrade the electrics. 
The Bowland fell park and surrounding area get their water from bore holes and have just had a 
pre-planned week-long interruption of its water supply. The work was required to expand the 
onsite water storage capacity due to the increase in caravan numbers on site.   
During the recent storms a whole load of gravel has been washed onto the road (B6578, SD 
77826 56225 – SD 76932 56040) which needs to be cleaned up. The Clerk will report this to 
Highways. 
At Higher Pyethornes Farm on 4 or 5 occasions pigs have escaped onto the road. Villagers had 
been shocked by the condition of the pigs. The RSPCA has been contacted, but they are 
currently inundated with cases and unable to pursue this further at present. 
Defibrillator awareness training will be given in Tosside at a to be confirmed date and there are 
still some places available. 
Clerk 
None.  
 
22/28 Date of the next meeting  
It was resolved that the next meeting will be held on 17th May 2022 in the Rathmell Reading 
Room. 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.55 hours. 


