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RIBBLE BANKS PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual and Regular Council meeting 

held at the Rathmell Reading Room 
on Tuesday 29th June 2021 at 19.30  

 
 
PRESENT 
Councillors – C. Yorke (Chair), E. Roe, J. Ketchell and R. Haynes. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Ms. B. Roos (Clerk/RFO. 
 
 
21/47 Welcome by the Chair 
Cllr Yorke welcomed those present at the meeting. 
 
21/48 Apologies for absence    
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Staveley who did supply the Council with his 
District Council and County Council reports via email ahead of the meeting. 
 
21/49 Declaration of pecuniary interest & requests for dispensation   
There were no new declarations or requests relating to the agenda. 

 
21/50 Confidential items 
There were no confidential items to discuss. 
 
21/51 Reports from the District and County Councillors if able to attend  
Cllr Staveley had supplied the Council with the following written reports: 
 
DC report: 
 
As we continue under the extended lockdown regulations, CDC continues to play it’s part in the 
effort to fight infection rates and help distribute support our communities. The workplace 
collect model of LFD testing is due to come to a close. As LFD tests are now easily available from 
pharmacies or available to order online, the scheme we have been running internally to supply 
LFD kits to all front line services will formally finish at the end of June. More information on 
ordering LFD tests is available here: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-
tests .  
 
With the continuation of home working and people holidaying in the UK, the waste 
management team is seeing an ever increasing demand for services. 
 
Changes to two domestic collection rounds were carried out at the beginning of June to 
accommodate an increase in tonnages. 
 
This required residents in affected areas to place both green and blue bins out for collection and 
for crews to carry out double collections over a two week period. There has also been a 
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significant increase in demand for litter and dog waste collections, and garden waste collections. 
 
At the meeting of Select committee last week, we reviewed the work program for the coming 
year and have agreed to take on a working group to look into the effects of tourism on Dales 
communities as we move in to the post Covid era, with visitor numbers already increasing and 
pressure being felt by residents. We look to bring together witness testimony from across 
affected Parishes to include stakeholders from across the various organisations who are 
involved or enable the visitor economy, with a view to understanding good practices 
communities may adopt and highlight issues and potential solutions even where possible. This 
will doubtless be a substantial piece of work, but potentially invaluable as communities across 
Craven deal with increased visitor traffic. 
 
County Councillor report: 
 
 Update on the current situation with Covid-19:  
 
Infection rates:  
 
We are now at the stage where there are considerable pockets of community transmission. The 
county average infection rate for North Yorkshire is 123/100k and that’s a six-fold increase on 
our figure at the start of June. This compares with 136/100k across England (a three-fold 
increase in the last few weeks, from a higher level that the North Yorkshire rate).  
 
•         Craven is now 161/100k – no single major outbreak but a combination of smaller 
outbreaks and community spread.  
 
Everywhere we are seeing a high prevalence of the virus amongst younger people. In some 
areas, this transmission is amongst 11-16 year olds but the common pattern is amongst 16-29 
year olds: people who are unvaccinated or have only just had their first dose of the vaccine.  
 
Everyone over 18 is now being offered a vaccine and second doses are being brought forward. 
However, it is likely that it will be September before people being vaccinated now have the 
benefit of full vaccine protection, so there is potential that we will continue to see high infection 
rate numbers over the summer months.  
 
The Delta variant (which originated in India) is now the Covid virus: well over 90% of new cases 
are Delta.  
 
Use this link for the latest data: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-data  
 
Vaccinations:  
 
Vaccinations continue to progress well in the County and North Yorkshire is doing better than 
many other parts of England with vaccine uptake. More than 84% of over 20s have had at least 
one vaccine dose and 68% have had two doses. Amongst people aged over 60, those figures are 
both over 90%. 
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We would urge you to encourage everyone to have their vaccine and to take up both doses. The 
vaccine is our best line of defence and the best guarantee of being able to progress along the 
road-map towards fewer restrictions. However, you do need both doses to get the right 
protection: even more so with the Delta variant.  
 
The NHS is now running more pop-up vaccination initiatives, where people can walk in and get 
their jabs. 
 
Please direct people to NHS websites to keep in touch with the local clinics that are being set up 
as part of “Grab A Jab”.  
 
There is now a vaccine available for the under 18s but the Government has not yet decided 
whether to vaccinate under 18s. Nor do we yet have confirmation for an Autumn/Winter 
booster jab campaign for adults but I suspect this is highly likely and we will work with the NHS 
to make that available in North Yorkshire.  
 
Local Government reorganization:  
 
We still await the results of the LGR consultation from the Minister, but expect to receive a 
decision towards the middle of July. Clearly this uncertainty is having an effect on staff morale 
and forward planning so whatever the outcome, a decision will be eagerly anticipated. 
 
21/52 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th May 2021  
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th May 2021 were approved as a true record of 
the meeting and signed by the Chair.  
 
21/53 Public Participation 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
21/54 Matters arrising 
There were no matters arising at this stage of the meeting to be discussed. 
 
21/55 Finance 
21/55.1 Approval of the year-end accounts 2020/2021 
The Council approved the 2020/2021 year-end accounts as verified by the internal auditor. All 
relevant paperwork was signed off and will be submitted to the external auditor by the Clerk. 
The notice of public rights and publication of annual governance & accountability return 
(exempt authority) were posted on the village noticeboards and Council website (all relevant 
paperwork published). 
21/55.2 Current Bank Balances 
The Clerk took Councillors through the current bank balances.   
21/55.3 Payments to be authorised 
The Clerk took Councillors through the payments that required authorisation. The payments 
were approved and cheques were signed after the meeting.  
 
21/56  Planning Matters 
It was resolved that the Council will not comment on planning application 2021/22640/VAR. 
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21/57 Correspondence 
It was resolved that the Council will continue to do the urban highway grass cutting for Rathmell 
and will receive funding of £ 16.73 for this from NYCC. 
 
21/44 Reports from Councillors and Council representatives  
Chairman 
None. 
Halton West  
The Chair reported that due to Highways being let down by a contractor, the repairs to the 
various potholes around the Parish have been postponed to a later date. 
Rathmell 
Cllr Ketchell gave an update on the VAS Workgroup. Cllr Ketchell has spoken to Mr Garnet 
regarding use of his private land to put a VAS sign up. Mr Garnet, in principle positive, will think 
about the request and inform Cllr Ketchell of his decision. 
Cllr Heynes reported that there is a tree conservation order for a tree on the land of the 
industrial workshop planning application. In the order the tree is described as a sycamore, but 
the tree is in fact an ash suffering from die-back. Cllr Haynes is trying to contact the tree 
preservation officer about this. Cllr Haynes also reported to have spoken to the contractor that 
will carry out the works to the Rathmell bridge and that he had said that no welfare unit in the 
field or road closure will be needed.  
Wigglesworth 
None. 
Clerk 
None. 
 
21/45 Village environments, rights of way and highways  
There were no further issues to discuss. 
 
21/46 Date of the next meeting  
It was resolved that the next meeting will be held on 21st September 2021 in Wigglesworth. 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.15 hours. 


